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Jesus changes water into wine, it is a sign, but not all 

can see or understand.  That is what the season of 

Epiphany wrestles with, how Jesus manifests the 

presence and work of God to the world and brings 

about faith.  We are given the possibility of faith and 

sight being brought together, though it is no guaran-

tee. 

“Believing is seeing.” That is a line from a lightweight and lighthearted Christmas movie, but it 

isn’t quite right.  When we talk about believing, we have a tendency to locate the source of that 

activity within ourselves.  “If I believe enough…”   “You just have to believe in yourself.”  “You 

have to believe in something.”  The source of the power is presumed to lie somewhere in you and 

to a certain extent it even works.  The problem is that it puts the source of our belief and our faith 

in the wrong place, so that it will not last, especially in the middle of difficult times. 

Faith, belief, for the church as with everything else in our 

Christian life, is dependent on the one in whom and 

through whom we believe; namely, Jesus.  Jesus is God.  

That is why we believe in him.  It isn’t a little assist for our 

already existing faith, but its source and goal.  We wish to 

be found in him, like him and filled with him, because he is 

the one who alone is real, both real God and real human.  

We confess this as an article of our faith, because if it is not 

true, then our faith is in vain. 

The object of faith is also its source.  Jesus either brings faith or rejection, precisely for this rea-

son.  There is no middle ground.  C. S. Lewis wrote in  Mere Christianity:  I am trying here to 

prevent anyone saying the really foolish thing that people often say about Him: I'm ready to 

accept Jesus as a great moral teacher, but I don't accept his claim to be God. That is the one 

thing we must not say. A man who was merely a man and said the sort of things Jesus said 

would not be a great moral teacher. He would either be a luna-

tic — on the level with the man who says he is a poached egg — 

or else he would be the Devil of Hell. You must make your 

choice. Either this man was, and is, the Son of God, or else a 

madman or something worse. You can shut him up for a fool, 

you can spit at him and kill him as a demon or you can fall at 

his feet and call him Lord and God, but let us not come with 

any patronizing nonsense about his being a great human 

teacher. He has not left that open to us. He did not intend to. ... 

Now it seems to me obvious that He was neither a lunatic nor a 

fiend: and consequently, however strange or terrifying or unlikely it may seem, I have to accept 

the view that He was and is God.[13] 

When we find faith in Jesus, we have new eyes to see, ears to hear and are filled with a new Spirit.  

Faith seeks understanding, as the Christian Saint Anselm put it, because faith in Jesus Christ 

opens up the world to be understood in the light of who he was and what he is up to today and 

what he is going to do. 

 

Jesus did this, the first of 

his signs, in Cana of Galilee, 

and revealed his glory; and 

his disciples believed in 

him.                            

                                - John 2:11 

 

You must make your 

choice. Either this man 

was, and is, the Son of 

God, or else a madman 

or something worse.  

         - C.S. Lewis 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mere_Christianity
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lewis%27s_trilemma#cite_note-13


 
January 2 --  2nd Sunday of Christmas 
 

Readings:  Jeremiah 31:7-14; Ephesians 1:3-14; John 1:10-18 
 

Theme:   “To all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave 

power to become children of God, who were born, not of blood or of the 

will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God.”  Children of God and 

not of the world.  The church is not a creation of human intellect or, as 

with Israel, by being born into a biologically inherited nation.  The 

church is a creation of the Word of God and it is that Word alone that 

calls us into being and sustains us in the world.   

 
January 9 --  Baptism of Our Lord 
 

Readings:  Isaiah 43:1-7; Acts 8:14-17; Luke 3:15-17, 21-22 
 

Theme:   The Visible Words of Baptism and the Lord’s Supper are the means by which the church sees the 

presence of God in the world.  They also train our eyes to see with faith and not by sight alone. 

 

January 16 --  2nd Sunday after Epiphany 
 

Readings:  Isaiah 62:1-5; 1 Corinthians 12:1-11; John 2:1-11 
 
Theme:   Weddings are often celebrated today without the hope that God’s Word of promise will sustain 

them and funerals are often merely a celebration of a life that is now over and done.  Yet at the same time, 

weddings and funerals are still times when people still turn to the church in our secular world.  Maybe that is 

because they are still hoping for the miracle which a world that has turned from Christ cannot provide.  If wa-

ter can become wine, then maybe the celebration of life can proceed with hope that it is not all in vain. 

 

January 23  --  3rd Sunday after Epiphany 
 

Readings:  Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10; 1 Corinthians 12:12-31a; Luke 4:14-21 
 
Theme:  Scripture fulfilled only matters to those who believe, but it certainly ought to matter, because it is 

the confirmation of what is true and why we believe.  If it was true then, we ought also to look for where 

Scripture is fulfilled among us in as good news is proclaimed to the poor, release comes to those who are cap-

tive, recovery of sight is given to the blind, and the oppressed go free.  As Jesus fulfilled these words, so to we 

are called to make them real for others. 

 

January 30  --  4th Sunday after Epiphany 
 

Readings:  Jeremiah 1:4-10; 1 Corinthians 13:1-13; Luke 4:21-30 
 
Theme:  “Love never ends.”   We hear the words of 1 Corinthians 13 almost exclusively at weddings, yet they 
are not intended for a wedding, they are written to the church and a congregation that is not very good at 
love.  This is not a matter of romance and matrimony, but of a love that sacrifices itself for the sake of the 
neighbor and will bear rejection in order to fulfill its purpose for others. 



         

  
 

 Council Corner 

  Christ the King 

Congregation Council       

           Meeting 

 

 
November 16, 2021 at 6:30 p.m. 

 
 

Highlights from past month – Confirmation, 

anniversary events and testimonies, Bishop Jon visit, 

Sunday School singing, healing service, adult educa-

tion not full but continues, confirmation is going 

pretty well and we now have meals.   

 

Pastor’s Report –Anniversary:  Last anniversary 

testimonies are on Nov. 21st and in the December 

newsletter. Adult education:  Sunday study:  

Reconciled: A Biblical Approach to Racial Unity 5 - 6 

people have been attending  Men’s study:  The 

Creed and Scripture – 5 to 6 have been attending  

Women’s Study:   The Gospel of John – 4 people 

have been attending  Advent and Christmas 

preparation. 

 

MRCI requested building use. Tim suggested 

Thursday or Friday. Amy motion to approve the use 

of the building. Patrice second. Motion passed.  

 

Youth Ministry Report: No one will be attending 

the synod youth gathering. No interest yet in the Na-

tional Youth Gathering. 

 

Youth Education Report: Participation is steady. 

Preparing for Christmas program. 

 
Property Committee – Bill Steinke – offered a 
project update and plans for 2022 including poten-
tial furnace replacement for Sunday School, parking 
lot repair, window and trim repair, drywall repair in 
steeple area, replacement of office windows, handi-
cap accessible doors in the office area, potential re-
moval of evergreen trees to the New Ulm north of the 
building and replace with other landscaping. 
    

 

Next Council Meeting 

December 21, 2021 at 6:30 p.m. 

Financial Report 

November Given - $30,686 

November Budget - $35,140 

YTD Given - $310,151 

YTD Budget - $322,193 

      November         Donations— $1,000 
   Help Given— 
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Youth Education  
& Youth Ministry  
Coordinator:       
Geri Groebner        
 

Contact Information:   
507-217-3610   
grgroebner@gmail.com 
 

  National Youth Gathering 2022 July 24-28 
 

The National Youth Gathering is going to be next summer  
July 24-28 in Minneapolis.     It  would be wonderful to have 
a group go.   
 

Contact Geri Groebner if you are interested in this wonder-
ful opportunity. 

For more information, you can go to https://
www.ministrylinks.online/elca-youth-gathering---2022.html 

Registration for Green Lake 

Summer Camp 2022  has begun! 

For more information go to: 

https://www.gllm.org/registration-

details.html  

Sunday School  
Schedule for January: 

 

January 9th 
 

(NO SUNDAY SCHOOL JAN. 16TH) 
January 23rd 

January 30th 

Confirmation Class 
Resumes January 5
  

We begin Confirmation class 
on January 5th, with meal at 
6:00 p.m. and class at 6:30 
p.m.  Class will continue to be 
about 30 to 35 minutes. 

THANK YOU to Melissa Nelson, Diane Mikkelson, Connie 
Jacobs, Kim Horning, Pam Anderson, Jon Thoreson, and Jill 
Wise for helping with the Christmas Program! 

 
 
 

 
Women’s Study Resumes  

Monday, January 9th at 3:00 p.m. 
 

The Women’s study of the Gospel of John will 

pick up after Christmas on January 9th as we 

move on from where we  stopped in December, 

John chapters 7 and 8.  You are all invited 

to come and join us as you are able. 

 

 

Men’s Study Job begins January 8th 
 

The men’s study will begin a study of Job in 

January.  Job is a book of wisdom writing, in 

the tradition of Ecclesiastes, Proverbs, Song of 

Solomon and others.  It is a book of wisdom 

that wrestles with patience, faith, suffering and 

the kind of God human beings think they have, 

in opposition to the God they encounter.  It is 

a book of a soul who wrestles with the mean-

ingfulness of life and how one might discover 

or come to terms with the question:  “Why?” 

Come join us on Saturdays  beginning 

January 8th at 8:00 a.m. 

ANNUAL MEETING 
January 23, 2022 

10:15 a.m.  
 

Come if you are able!   
 

Annual Report  
will be posted on  

our website  
www.christtheking-

newulm.org  
 

or you can pick it up  
at church by January 15th.  



 

  Dear Christ the King Lutheran Church,   

Thank You for thinking of NUMAS 

Haus.  Your monetary donation  

is greatly appreciated!   

 

Thanks again.   

-Hailey Hulke,  

Case Manager 

 

THANK YOU ! This comes with sin-

cere appreciation! 

New Ulm Area Emergency Food Shelf 
Brad Kirk, Executive Director 
 
We are using the client choice distribu-
tion method, where the clients come into the Food Shelf 
and choose their groceries like they would in a grocery 
store. 
 
Our Mobile Food Shelf is going strong, deliveries are being 
made to 4 complexes in New Ulm and also have distribu-
tion locations established in Hanska and Lafayette. 

 

Pastor Tim & Kay, Helen, & Laura, and families, 

God Bless Everyone at Christ the King! 

Thank You for the Christmas poinsettia and the 

40th Anniversary cup, and your prayers  &  kind-

ness & cards & visits !   

Wishing you a joyous Christmas and a bright and 

happy New Year! 

           - Darrel & Sandra Wilson 

 

Dear Pastor Tim and all of Christ the King, 

Thank you for all the Christmas cards that I received!   

I feel so loved!   And I want you to know how deeply  

I love and appreciate all of you!    

 

Thank you again! 

Love, 

Lucas Kjelshus 

 

Thank You to everyone who sent Christmas greetings to those on 
the care list. They were appreciated so much by all who received 
them. God’s blessings to you in the New Year.! 

Thank You to all those who shared their musical gifts for the Christmas 
worship services. Also Thank You to those who helped to beautify the 
sanctuary with the decorations & poinsettia plants. Many comments 
were made about it’s beauty while at the church for worship services.  

 

Thank You to all those 
who worked  

at John Friske’s funeral.   
Your help was greatly 

appreciated!    

 

 

Thank you so  much for baking and/or buying during 
our recent Douglas G. Larsen Scholarship Fund Bake 
Sale!  The proceeds will help greatly in supporting 

our CtK students.     Thank You! 



We  had  2  Caroling  Teams  that  went to  CtK  
Homebound members this Christmas season, and a 
couple people went on both teams!    
We  went  in  the  daytime  this  year  which  had   
numerous benefits:  we could see where we were 
walking, we could read our music, we could connect 
better with the homebound, and, it was a bit warmer!   

 

A WARM THANK YOU to all who participated! 
I hope we add even one more team next year!  :D 

-Nita Gilbert, Choir Director 
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Prayers Needed 

 

 

 

Please pray for Sheila Friske,  

Family and Friends  

as they grieve the death  

of her husband John. 

 

 

 

Keep Connie Jacobs and family  

in your prayers as they grieve  

the death of Connie’s step-mother 
Carolyn Peterson. 

 

PRAYERS NEEDED 
 

Please keep Gary Untiedt in your 
prayers for healing as he is still  

hospitalized in St. Paul 

 

 

 

Lloyd & Helen’s son-in-law Casey  

as he recovers  from a skiing acci-

dent with 4 fractured ribs.  

 
 
 

 
Spencer Lee, great grandson of  

Dennis and Mary Carlson is Home!   
Please continue your prayers as he 
and his parents adjust to home life. 

For You have been  

a strength to the poor,  

a strength to the needy  

in his distress,  

a REFUGE  

                                   from  

                                  the  

STORM.    

Isaiah 25:4  
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For You have been  

a strength to the poor,  

a strength to the needy  

in his distress,  

a REFUGE  

                                   from  

                                  the  

STORM.    

Isaiah 25:4  

 

Prayers Needed 

 

 

Please pray for Sheila Friske,  

Family and Friends  

as they grieve the death  

of her husband John. 

 

 

 
 

Keep Connie Jacobs and Family  

in your prayers as they grieve  

the death of Connie’s step-mother 
Carolyn Peterson. 

 

PRAYERS NEEDED 
 

Please keep Gary Untiedt in your 
prayers for healing as he is still  

hospitalized in St. Paul 

 

 

 

Lloyd & Helen’s son-in-law Casey  

as he recovers  from a skiing acci-

dent with 4 fractured ribs.  

 
 
 

 
Spencer Lee, great grandson of  

Dennis and Mary Carlson is Home!   
Please continue your prayers as he 
and his parents adjust to home life. 




