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Worship
Services
Saturday
5:33pm
Sunday
9:00am

Streamed on
Facebook Live
& Available on Public
Access
Television
Tuesdays 10am
Wednesdays 5pm

“A Family of Christians
welcoming
as we journey with God
to teach, love,
and serve others.”

CtK’s Council Minutes
No Meeting in June

For June
Given—$3,271
Gas Cards - $180
Utilities – $325
Housing – $327

…to all who donated to the
United Way Stuff the Backpack.

Misc - $196

Financial Report for June
Given Budgeted -

$33,360
$27,006

Given YTD $180,458
Budgeted YTD - $170,037

Christ the King
Council
Members

Staff
Pastor
Timothy Anderson

Prayers for Grieving
Karen Sheie & family for the loss of Stan

President:
Kurt Johnson

Finance/Office
Manager:
Laura Patterson

Vice President:
Peg Drugan

Visitation Ministry
Coordinator:
Helen Christenson

Secretary:
Patrice Luker

Youth Education
& Youth Ministry
Coordinator:
Geri Groebner

Members:
Teri Arnoldt
Ron Fleischmann
Amy Johnson
Nicole Jorgensen
Elmer Rettig
Bill Steinke

Custodian:
Wendy Bertrang

Prayers for Healing

Music Coordinator :
Connie Jacobs

Roland Jacobs, son of Scott & Katie

Choir Director:
Nita Gilbert

Josh Dove, hospitalized at Abbott

Tammy Johnson & family for
the loss of Tammy’s Mother
Emily Simonette & family for the
loss of Emily’s Father

Pastor’s
a
g
e

12 Now the LORD said1 to Abram, “Go from your country2 and your kindred and your
father’s house to the land that I will show you. 2 And I will make of you a great nation, and
I will bless you and make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. 3 I will bless those
who bless you, and him who dishonors you I will curse, and in you all the families of the
earth shall be blessed.”
Genesis 12:1-3

Politics is not the church’s job. Interpreting what is happening in the world in light of the creating, redeeming
and sanctifying work of God is the work of the church for God’s people. We seem to have forgotten this and
turned our work over to others. I do not think that it will work out well, because apart from a common faith or
understanding of human life and the world, the only option is power.
Joshua Mitchell is a professor of politics at Georgetown, but also an Anglican Christian. He has spent much of
his life tracing the religious character of the people of this country and the impact of Christian belief and
presence on the nation itself. America is described as a “nation with the soul of a Church.” Mitchel wites:
America will always be a religious nation. In Democracy in America, [Alexis de] Tocqueville wrote, in fact,
that America will always have a Puritan character. We have had two Great Awakenings, so called, in
America: one in the 1740s, whose emblematic preacher was Jonathan Edwards; and another in the 1820s,
when Tocqueville visited America. That was not the end of it, however. Every major tremor that has shaken
American life—the Civil War, the Social Gospel movement, Progressivism, Prohibition, the Civil Rights
movement—has been thought through and justified in religious terms. (The Politics of Competence, City
Talk, Joshua Mitchell& Daniel Kennelly, December 10, 2021)
I think he is correct that we live in the middle to a new awakening. It is secular, but no less religious in its
dogmas, seeking out for heresies and intolerance. The greatest problem with the awakening is its reliance on
abstraction from physical reality and its reliance on how we feel. He adds:
… the Pew Charitable Trust undertook a religious sentiment survey a few years ago, and famously concluded
that America consists of a majority of people without any religious affiliation. We are, it seems, a nation of
“Nones.” But this tells us nothing, really, about religious sentiment in America. We are living through yet
another Great Awakening, but it is not happening in our churches. They have failed us. They have abandoned
their charge of helping us work through the problem of original sin, of figuring out how we can move from
irredeemable stain to salvation. In America today, identity politics offers a way to do just that. Religious
sentiment, in a word, has migrated from the churches to left-wing politics. Through identity politics, we are
told who is stained (the “irredeemables” are) and who is pure, and what we must do (renounce “whiteness”
and all of its trappings) in order to lift the burden of guilt from our national shoulders. America’s Great
Awakenings of the past were concerned with redemption from sin. The current one is as well. This one,
however, has no room for God or for forgiveness. (The Politics of Competence, City Talk, Joshua
Mitchell& Daniel Kennelly, December 10, 2021)

A religious awakening that does not provide for God or reconciliation is doomed to fail. Not that it won’t try,
but because all it can do is focus on what is owed, a price that cannot be covered. This is the whole point of the
gospel, that we cannot cover the cost of our transgressions or those of our forebears. The price must be paid
and if it will not be paid willingly, the backlash will hurt those who are in the weakest position, usually the
people we claim to help.
The so-called “transformation of America…” is transfixed on turning America into a nation attentive only to
innocent victims and to disenfranchising—or cancelling, really—the transgressors. The former are the socalled voiceless ones, who now alone have the right to speak; the latter have been heard from enough and
must now be silent. No decent liberal nation can be built on the politics of innocence and transgression. Nor
can we build a nation that works on that sort of politics. If we want a nation that is both decent and that
works, we must develop a nation of competent citizens, capable of building a world together, in their
neighborhoods, local communities, schools, churches, and jobs. (The Politics of Competence, City Talk,
Joshua Mitchell& Daniel Kennelly, December 10, 2021)
What comes next for those who have forgotten the faith of the God who creates us, redeems us from our sin
and seeks to make of us an obedient and holy people? Well, if you know something of both the Old Testament
and the book of Revelation, the disintegration of the world’s ways is rarely pretty and we are told to endure and
await our rescue as God’s faithful people.
3And

they sing the song of Moses, the servant of God, and the song of the Lamb:
"Great and amazing are your deeds,
Lord God the Almighty!
Just and true are your ways,
King of the nations!
4Lord, who will not fear
and glorify your name?
For you alone are holy.
All nations will come
and worship before you,
for your judgments have been revealed."
Revelation 15:3-4
.

11th

Starting on September
we will be Switching up
the Usual Scripture Readings in Worship: We will
use what is called the Narrative Lectionary
through May of 2023. We actually used it in 2011, so it isn’t
totally new, but what makes it different is that it moves through the story
of Scripture, from the Old Testament to the New Testament (Genesis to
Revelation). Instead of having readings from the Old Testament,
Gospels and New Testament letters each week, we will focus on one
reading, beginning with Genesis and moving through the Bible. This
allows us to ponder and preach on readings that often are not in the 3
year set of reading that we normally use. Familiar stories that are not as
familiar in our present worship will pop up. There will be a schedule of
the readings in the August newsletter and we will try and have a text
discussion group(s) as well. It seems a good time for a change.

August 7 – 9th Sunday after Pentecost
Readings: Genesis 15:1-6; Psalm 33:12-22; Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16; Luke 12:32-40
Theme: Jesus says, “It is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom.” We work hard to
avoid the reality of living by grace, heaping great burdens and expectations on our own shoulders or
on others. Yet the great things of life are often accomplished without us, maybe despite us, while we
are just busy doing little things. God works best with the small, those of low account and nothing at
all.

August 14 – 10th Sunday after Pentecost
Readings: Jeremiah 23:23-29; Psalm 82; Hebrews 11:29--12:2; Luke 12:49-56
Theme: Jesus said in his time: “You hypocrites! You know how to interpret the appearance of earth
and sky, but why do you not know how to interpret the present time?” A modern statement of the
problem is this: We are living through yet another Great Awakening, but it is not happening in our
churches. They have failed us. They have abandoned their charge of helping us work through the
problem of original sin, of figuring out how we can move from irredeemable stain to salvation.
(Joshua Mitchell) What is taking the place of the church is a politics that has no room for grace,
mercy, hope or reconciliation. The church must find a way to speak in our time, with the message of
judgment and hope, encouraged by the great cloud of witnesses that encourage us in our own race of
faith.

August 21 – 11th Sunday after Pentecost
Readings: Isaiah 58:9b-14; Psalm 103:1-8; Hebrews 12:18-29; Luke 13:10-17
Theme: Remember the sabbath day. Call the sabbath a delight. This is the Lord’s day, and the Lord
will do for us what the Lord does: feed us, forgive us, help and heal us. Rejoice at all the wonderful
things God is doing. “Sabbath obedience is an entry point for the faithful in enacting an alternative to
the great temptations of our time and place.” (Walter Brueggemann)

August 28 – 12th Sunday after Pentecost
Readings: Proverbs 25:6-7; Psalm 112; Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16; Luke 14:1, 7-14
Theme: “But when you give a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, and the blind. And
you will be blessed, because they cannot repay you, for you will be repaid at the resurrection of the
righteous.” Humility is not putting yourself down, but lifting up others, counting them as better than
yourself is not an insult to you, but knowing your value and raising others to a higher place. When
our vision is clear, we find our value in God’s gracious forgiveness and mercy, the offer to come up
higher as God’s children.

News
10th Graders Being Confirmed
Some Things to Do
Affirmation of Baptism will be on October 30th. If you are entering 10th grade and have been
through confirmation instruction, then you will need to prepare for Affirmation of Baptism. Affirmation
of Baptism will be this fall on October 30th. Here are some items you should tend to this month of
August. Also watch for a letter later in August with more information.
Add October 30th to your calendar,
the time will be 10:30 a.m.
First, I need you to provide the office with height and weight so that we can order the robes. We will
need this information by the end of August, if you don’t get it in we will order your gowns by guess.
That will be o.k. if you haven’t grown since last spring, but…. When we meet in September, you will
need to bring $ 40 (cash or check payable to the church) to cover the cost of your robe rental and
carnation.
Second, there will be a meeting of the class on September 18th at 10:15 a.m. Confirmands and at
least one parent are required to attend.
Add this to your calendar now.
It is not so far off, so you might want to give it some thought and make sure those dates are on your
calendars. Please try and be at the meeting, it is very difficult to make sure that we are on the same
page if you don't and it is too easy to miss something you might want to know. There will be more
information at the meeting, since it always seems to work best in small doses.

Confirmation Students
in Grades 7-9
Confirmation is a bit off from the today, but just so you aren’t surprised, class
begins on September 14th at 6:30 p.m.
We hope to have a meal again (6:00 p.m.) and get back to small groups. I hope that there will be
adults and parents who might be willing to lead these groups.
Another thing to add to your early September calendar is the
Student/Parent meeting on
September 7th at 6:30 p.m.
One parent is required to attend with their student. We will go over a few new things – since we are
trying to recover pre-COVID set-up if we can. Please come, since many of you may not know or
remember what that was like.

Please call if you have questions and watch for a letter later in August.

Adult Education
October: Women’s Bible study, the books of Job and
Revelation.
October: Men’s Bible Study, books of Isaiah, then Romans and 1 Corinthians.
Also looking at some possible books for book study or reading group.
Sacred Marriage includes some group material as well as a marriage survey through Prepare/Enrich
aimed at couples.
You are Not Your Own
A book on Christian Community is also a possible source for study
And a book study on Gratitude

