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That we do not know 

God is why we do not 

know ourselves.   

Human beings are stuck in an endless and hopeless cycle 

of seeking to know “Who am I?”  We cannot know and 

ultimately it is not only self-defeating, but leads us to 

think we might be better off if we were not or had not 

been.  We take on many masks or disguises in order to 

have a sense that we have substance, being, a soul.  The 

modern world makes it worse.  One of the most common 

themes  of  modern  literature  and  movies, especially science fiction, is searching for who we really are.  

Does a robot or android have a soul?  Can that which is most important in us be downloaded into a com-

puter?  Are we just the living dead?  Apart from God, these questions are unanswered. 

The season of Advent is a call to return to God who alone can say: “I AM.” 

God is the one who IS and my being is received from God.  I am to be in God’s image, not the other way 

around.  Our world tempts us to reverse this reality, so that I determine what is, even whether God is.  

What I feel or think is what is real.  That such cannot be the case, after all life existed before me, that an-

swer we are encouraged to give is not satisfactory. 

Advent and Christmas are the seasons in which we celebrate God’s coming to make us human again, not 

only the fulfillment of time, but also the fulfillment of what it is to be human.  All our attempts on our own 

must fail, but God has put the burden of our flesh upon himself and redeemed it and us.  In this way he will 

make us fit for our flesh and blood existence, filling us with eternity.  In the end of our efforts to storm 

heaven and be gods, we are given a gift beyond our highest expectations. 

 

“For this reason let us unite our song with Gabriel’s, 

crying aloud to the Virgin: 

‘Rejoice, O Lady full of grace, the Lord is with you! 

From you is our salvation, Christ our God, 

Who, by assuming our nature,  

has led us back to Himself. 

Humbly pray to Him for the salvation of our souls!’” 

(You Are Not Alone – And Neither Is God, November 16, 2021 ·  
Fr. Stephen Freeman 
https://blogs.ancientfaith.com/glory2godforallthings/2021/11/16/you-are-not-alone-and-neither-is-god/) 
 

 

I am confident of this, that 

the one who began a good 

work among you will 

bring it to completion by 

the day of Jesus Christ. 

                -Philippians 1:6 

https://blogs.ancientfaith.com/glory2godforallthings/2021/11/16/you-are-not-alone-and-neither-is-god/


 
 
December 5 --  2nd Sunday of Advent 
Readings:  Malachi 3:1-4; Philippians 1:3-11; Luke 3:1-6  
Theme:   Prepare the way of the Lord!  Repent, love and worship God who brings righteousness and purity into 

your life. 

 

December 12 --  3rd Sunday of Advent 
Readings: Zephaniah 3:14-20; Philippians 4:4-7; Luke 3:7-18 
Theme:   You are not alone, because God so desires to work in and through you.  Could not God just do whatever is 

necessary without us?  The answer is yes, but it is not God’s desire to do so.  You are the ones who have been made 

part of the work of God, who also desires not to be alone.  God likes company. 

 

December 19 --  4th Sunday of Advent 
Readings:  Micah 5:2-5a; Hebrews 10:5-10; Luke 1:39-55 
Theme:   This comment about science fiction is true of advent:  “Since nobody is confident about the future any-

more, it’s easy to paint a hellish picture and have people recognize their own emotions in the landscape confronting 

them, a vision dominated by hopelessness and helplessness.”  Because the future is mysterious and uncertain, “the 

most important things are secret—that although we may routinely act as though we know everything, we do not even 

know what’s inside our hearts.”  This is the message of advent, so we are waiting, watching, hoping, being strong (in 

a passive sense) and hoping for deliverance. 

 

December 24 --  Christmas Eve  2:00pm, 4:00pm, and 8:00pm services 
Readings:  Isaiah 62:6-12; Titus 3:4-7; Luke 2:[1-7] 8-20 
Theme:   Come and see God.  That is the Christian message, God not only is, but lived among us full of grace and 

truth.  “When the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared, he saved us, not because of any works 

of righteousness that we had done, but according to his mercy.”  God’s mercy is born in us through the Holy Spirit 

this night, just as it became flesh on that night in which Christ was born of Mary. 

 

December 26 --  First Sunday of Christmas 
Readings:  1 Samuel 2:18-20, 26; Colossians 3:12-17; Luke 2:41-52 
Theme:   “And Jesus increased in wisdom and in years, and in divine and human favor.”  Human favor did not last, 

but God’s favor will last for the salvation of the world.  May we also grow in divine favor and wisdom. 

 
Saturday Services during Advent will use the Holden Evening Prayer 

Flandrau Service???? 
For those who are wondering, we hope that we will be able  to  return to  the  Christmas  Eve  service  at 
Flandrau next year.  They are hoping to have a better fireplace that will heat  the  space  and  make  that 
possible again. 

Christmas Day and New Year's Day Services at 5:33 p.m. 
We do not normally have a Christmas Day service, but due to Christmas Day falling on a Saturday, we 
will have a 5:33 p.m. on December 25th.  We will also have a 5:33 p.m. service on New Year’s Day the 
next week.    

 

 

Worship Notes  

Extra Notes: 



         

  
 Council Corner 

  Christ the King 

Congregation Council       

           Meeting 

 

 
October 19, 2021 at 6:30 p.m. 

 

Highlights from past month – Bible presenta-
tions, Anniversary testimonies, Pork Roast, Confir-
mation Sunday,  

Pastor’s Report – 

Anniversary:  Bishop Jon Anderson coming the 
weekend of November 14 

Adult education:   
Sunday study:  Reconciled: A Biblical Approach to 
Racial Unity 5 - 6 people have been attending .   
Men’s study:  The Creed and Scripture – 5 to 6 have 
been attending   
Women’s Study:   The Gospel of John – 4 people 
have been attending 
 

Youth Ministry Report—Geri Groebner has 3 or 4 
youth interested in the Synod Youth Gathering.  
No youth seem to be interested in the 2022 National 
Youth Gathering in Minneapolis. 

Youth Education Report— Sunday School attend-
ance has been 18 3—4 year olds and 1 first grader. 

Membership update— New Member Orientation 
on October 26, new members will be received in No-
vember.  Helen sent out 5 letters and 2 have come 
back, expecting more. 

Worship Committee – Elmer Rettig: 

 Thanksgiving will be only CtK members this year 
at 7 p.m. 
 Christmas Eve we’ll have services at 2:00 p.m., 
4:00 p.m., & 8:00 p.m. 
 Christmas Day will be at 5:33 p.m. 
 

Old Business 

At the Annual Meeting on January 23, 2022 the loan 
will be discussed and the possibility of refinancing to 
include the sound system and miscellaneous building 
repairs to be included in the loan. 

 

Next Council Meeting   

November 16, 2021, 6:30pm 

Financial Report 

October Given - $34,679 

October Budget - $29,554 

YTD Given - $279,465 

Budget Given - $287,053 

 

Help Given in October: 

Utilities—$463 

Housing—$1,050 

   Christ the King 

Council 

Members 

 

President: 
Kurt Johnson 

 

Vice President: 
Peg Drugan 

 

Secretary: 
Patrice Luker 

 

Members: 

Teri Arnoldt 
Jen Dauer 

Amy Johnson 
Nicole Jorgensen 

Elmer Rettig 
Bill Steinke 

Staff 

Pastor  
Timothy Anderson 

 

 
Finance/Office Manager:  

Laura Patterson 
 

Visitation Ministry  
Coordinator: 

Helen Christenson 
 

Youth Education  
& Youth Ministry 

Coordinator: 
 

Geri Groebner 
 

Custodian:  
Wendy Bertrang 

 
Communication Sec:  

Nita Gilbert 
 

Music Coordinator :  
Connie Jacobs 

 

Choir Director:  
 Nita Gilbert 

   

Christ the King Lutheran Church 
 

1515 North Garden Street, New Ulm, MN  56073 
 

Office phone:  (507) 354-4672 or (888) 685-5895   
 

Pastor Tim’s phone: 507-766-3190 
 

        Email:  office@christtheking-nu.org     

Website: http://www.christtheking-newulm.org 

mailto:office@christtheking-nu.org
http://www.christtheking-newulm.org


Would you like to bring joy to those who are on Christ the King’s 
Carelist during the Christmas season?  The simple and loving sending 
of a card would let them know we at Christ the King are thinking of 

them and holding them in our hearts and prayers!  We have the Care-
list and addresses in the office.  THANK YOU! 

You are invited to bring poinsettias to worship to place around the Ad-
vent Candles & Wreath. If you would like to donate in “honor of” or “in 
memory of” please let the office know by December 14th . You may 
take them home after the last service on Christmas Eve. 

CHRIST THE KING IS PREPARING  
FOR THE NEW YEAR! 

 

As we move into the start-up of Christ the King’s 2022 
year of activities, it is important to know what support we 
can depend on from our congregation members. By 
knowing what you are willing to commit financially, we 
are able to better plan.  

 

Enjoy the Convenience of  
                   Electronic Giving! It’s Easy! 

You will no longer need to write out checks and prepare envelopes every 
week.  Even when travel, illness or other circumstances prevent you from 
attending services. Automating your financial commitments means your 
contributions will be received on a steady, uninterrupted basis.  
 
Authorization forms can be picked up in the office or found on 
Christ the King’s Website – www.christtheking-newulm.org  under forms 

Christmas Dinners for Families 
 

Looking for people to fill a CtK grocery bag or two with a Christmas Dinner 
for families in need this year.  

We will supply you with a suggestion list and let you choose the size family 
you would like to sponsor.  

If you are interested, please contact the church office, 354-4672. 

http://www.christtheking-newulm.org


 
 

Youth Education  
& Youth Ministry  

Coordinator:       
Geri Groebner        

 

Contact Information:   
     507-217-3610   

grgroebner@gmail.com 
 

 

Confirmation Classes  
continue at 6:30 p.m.  

We have a meal at 6:00 p.m.  

and meet as a group at 6:30 p.m.   

 

December 1     Lesson 9    
Covenant Life Community and Law 
 

December 8      Lesson 10    
                           Joshua and Judges 
 

December 15  Christmas Party  
 

December 22  Christmas Break 
December 29  Christmas Break 
 

January 5 Class resumes 
 

 

You  can reach  
Pastor Tim  

on his cellphone at  
507-766-3190.   

Or try the church office 
at 507-354-4672. 

   National Youth  

Gathering 2022 

July 24-28 
 

The National Youth Gathering 
is going to be next summer  
July 24-28 in Minneapolis.     
It  would be wonderful to have 
a group go.   

Contact Geri Groebner if you 
are interested in this wonder-
ful opportunity. 

For more information, you can 
go to https://
www.ministrylinks.online/elca-
youth-gathering---2022.html 

] 

 

December 19th, 10:30 a.m. 

 The Christmas Story 
 

Jesus Christ Is the Same —  
Yesterday, Today and Forever  

 

The Children’s Christmas Program  
will be on December 19th at 10:30 
a.m.   
 

The first 2 Sundays in December, the 
5th and 12th, will be rehearsals for the 
program.  
 

If you are interested in helping out with 
costumes or other parts of the program, 
please reach out to Geri Groebner.  

Registration for  

Green Lake Summer Camp 2022 

opens on December 13.  

For more information go to: 

https://www.gllm.org/

registration-details.html 



 

ADULT EDUCATION: 
 

General Studies  

Reconciled: A Biblical Approach to Racial 

Unity”   We will finish this class in December. 

      

Women’s Bible Study  

We continue to study the Gospel of John. We 

meet on Mondays, at 3:00 p.m.   

 
Men’s Bible Study:   
The Creed and Scripture    
The men’s study will finish up with the creed and 
begin with a new theme in January.  We meet on 
Saturdays  at 8:00 a.m.   

CAROLING 
Saturday, December 18th 
Christ the King will be  
sending out Carolers to  
the Homebound on  
Saturday December 18th.   
Everyone is welcome!   
Bring your family! 

PRAYER SHAWL 

Mondays at 1:30pm …
It’s a close-knit group!  
Come learn how to knit, 
and put the healing 
power and comfort of 
God into every stitch.   

 
We’re asking all families  

with children ages pre-K to 12th grade  
to donate your favorite holiday treats 

for the sale! 
 

Money raised supports  
post-secondary scholarships  
for our congregation’s youth! 

 

The Douglas Larsen Scholarship Fund Christmas Bake Sale! 
Saturday, December 18th & Sunday, December 19th  

Specifics:  
 Please donate 1-2 plates of your family’s favorite Christmas cookies or other holiday  
 treat traditions! 
 DECORATE your donations, make it a gift to the buyers! 
 No need to mark a price, this will be a “free-will” offering! 
 Donation should be dropped off at the church kitchen by 2 p.m. Saturday the 18th! 
 

THANK YOU on behalf of the Scholarship Committee and Scholarship Recipients 

If you would like to join us, please contact the 
office at 354-4672.   



BRICE ANDREE:  My wife Kristy and I have been members of Christ the King for over 34 years.  Pastor 

Doug Larson visited us at our home and we felt we needed a local church so our oldest son Christopher, 

who had turned 3 years old, could start Sunday school.  I had not been from a “church going” family grow-

ing and had just started to attend my home town church in Buffalo Lake after we moved to New Ulm.  It 

was long a drive so it was time to stay in New Ulm.  We joined after the new church was built and I re-

member it was newly finished and the fresh smell of stain was in the air.  We were welcomed immediately 

and we felt at home.  Back then everyone volunteered where needed, and everyone was needed.   

Not long after we joined I was recruited by Helen Christensen and Pastor Doug to teach Sunday school.  I 

remember I was so afraid to teach Kindergarten, what if I messed these kids up? Helen and Barb Olson were great mentors and 

only encouraged me along the way.  That mentoring helped me to continue to teach through the 20 years my own kids were in 

Sunday school and Confirmation.  It also gave me the opportunity and privilege to mentor confirmation aged kids and it was always 

an honor to be asked to be a part of that.  We were all also involved in all of the youth events and I tried my best to be chaperone.    

Two special projects we did in a couple of my classes are still hanging in the main church entry.      The large angel hanging in the 

top window of the entry was designed and built with the help of my daughter Kayla’s 5th grade class, yes 5th grade,  in remem-

brance of the 9/11 attacks and the second one was built several years later by my son Devan’s 5th grade class as a gift project.  Both 

of these glass projects took several weeks to complete and more patience than I really had but we managed to complete them and 

the gifts were graciously accepted by the pastors. 

Over the years, besides teaching, I have served on church council twice and helped with the second sanctuary building project.  I 

was a member when Pastor Doug passed away and it was a devastating time for me. He helped me through the death of both my 

parents and I will be forever grateful for his guidance. It was also a difficult time for our entire congregation but we decided, as a 

full congregation, to continue our mission and move forward. 

I was a voting member when Pastor John Anderson became our Pastor and I was a voting member at the synod gathering several 

years later when he was voted to become our Bishop.  It was both a happy vote and a sad vote.  I remember, immediately after the 

final vote was tallied and it was announced that he was our new Bishop, the members from our congregation, also attending, gath-

ered in the back of the gathering and prayed, but also cried.  It was an honor to have our Pastor become the Synod Bishop but it 

would also mean another huge change in our church life, but again our congregation decided to move forward with our mission, 

and we have continued to move forward with Pastor Tim.  Becoming a member of Christ the King all of those years ago was one of 

the greatest life changing events of my life and I will be forever grateful for the many memories this church has given me. 

Christ the King Members—40th Anniversary Testimonials 

HELEN CHRISTENSON:   Forty years of gathering together to hear God's Word and uplift one another in prayer has been 

the experience for the members of  Christ the King Lutheran Church.  

We thank God for calling all the pastors, and staff  to lead and inspire us with God's Word throughout the years. God has 
led us and given us strength through the stable and unstable years, the sad and the most joyful times of the church. 

We are thankful and grateful for all the members who have supported the ministry of the 
church through their gifts of leadership, music, and many talents for over 40 years. 

Thank you for the privilege of serving God and growing in my faith for 35 years as a member of 
CTK and also on staff part time for 19 years as Visitation Coordinator.  We pray that God will 
continue to guide us and we will grow spiritually as we seek to do His Will in our daily lives.    

God's richest blessings to each of you with my love through Christ throughout all of your lives. 

-Helen Christenson     



Richard &  Karen Cook 

1420 Oak St 

New Ulm 

(605)390-4940 

Joshua & Jami Walth,  

Avery and Hudson 

1207 Birchwood Drive 

New Ulm, MN 

(507)240-0675 (Jami) 

(507) 240-0929 (Josh) 

Tyler & Tiffany Gasow,  

Bentley and Clara 

1627 N. Garden Street 

New Ulm, MN  

(507) 381-8781 (Tiffany)  

(507)226-3864 (Tyler) 

Will Pioske & Mikaela Alderink and Declan  

540 Pioneer Avenue 

LaFayette, MN  56054 

(320) 291-5867 

Frederick & Betty Porter 

24403   476th Lane 

New Ulm, MN 

(952) 412-2507 

New Member Reception  ! 

A  

Warm 

Welcome !    

November  

6 & 7, 2021  

TO   Our     

New    

Members   

of   Christ  

the  King ! 

Richard and Karen Cook 

1420 Oak St 

New Ulm, MN 

(605)390-4940 



 

In God’s Arms 

 

Tom Patterson 

 

 

 

Pastor Ron Brey  

Mickey Witt’s brother  
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In the Light  

of  God 

 

Connie Hopp 

Terry Prange’s Brother Ted 
 

 

Please hold those who have passed 

on and their family & friends 

in your prayers. 

 

Pray for Strength  

and Healing  
 

for 
 

Bonnie Hubert 

Carol Asleson’s sister Connie 

Dar Lacher 

Spencer Lee 
Great Grandson  

of Dennis & Mary Carlson 
 

Linda Weiland 

Paul Wilker 



 

In God’s Arms 

 

Tom Patterson 

 

 

 

Pastor Ron Brey  

Mickey Witt’s brother  

 

 

Please hold those who have passed on 

fo
ld

 h
ere  P

rayer In
-Ten

t  fo
ld

 h
ere   P

rayer In
-Ten

t    fo
ld

 h
ere    P

rayer In
-Ten

   fo
ld

 h
er   P

rayer In
-Ten

t   fo
ld

 h
ere   P

rayer In
-Ten

t    fo
ld

 h
ere    P

rayer In
-Ten

t  fo
ld

 h
ere  P

rayer In
-Ten

t  fo
ld

-

 

In the Light  

of  God 

 

Connie Hopp 

Terry Prange’s Brother Ted 
 

 

Please hold those who have passed 

on and their family & friends 

in your prayers. 

 

Pray for Strength  

and Healing  
 

for 
 

Bonnie Hubert 

Carol Asleson’s sister Connie 

Dar Lacher 

Spencer Lee 
Great Grandson  

of Dennis & Mary Carlson 
 

Linda Weiland 

Paul Wilker 



 

Thank you to everyone who shared their personal testimonies 

for Christ the King’s 40th Anniversary in the newsletter and 

speaking in the worship services.  It  was  very  enlightening  &  

enjoyable  by  all.  May  God  continue  to  bless  your  memories.  

 

Dear Christ the King Lutheran Church, 

Thank you for thinking of NUMAS Haus!  The laundry bas-

kets filled with personal care items, cleaning supplies and 

other household supplies will be so helpful for our  

resident’s during their  

stay!   

Thanks again! 

-Hailey Hulke,  

Case Manager 

 
 

Thank you to everyone who 
donated so generously to 
the NUMAS HAUS.  
All the items are very much 
appreciated.    -Helen  
 
 

Drive  Up  Communion     

 December 5th and 12th, @ 10 a.m.                

   Drive Up Communion will be on December 5th and 12th at 10am.   Following service on Sunday, Pastor Tim will 

wait for a half hour at the end of the front sidewalk for anyone who comes to receive communion. 

 

  Christmas Eve   

December 24 
    2:00pm 

    4:00pm 

    8:00pm  

THANK YOU to the 

Kitchen Team for serving 

at the Pie Social on 

Thanksgiving Eve.  And 

also to all those who 

baked and donated the 

delicious pies for us to 




