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A

JUST
Place

Pastor’s Pages
Thus says the Lord concerning the prophets
who lead my people astray,
who cry “Peace”
when they have something to eat,
but declare war against those
who put nothing into their mouths.

Micah 3:5
“No justice, no peace!” It is a cry we hear these days. It is certainly true in one sense, if there is no justice, peace
does not exist, only one in which the powerful rule over the powerless. Micah, however, is fighting the battle
against those who cry for “Peace” only for those who feed them. These words seem to sound hollow at times in
our political world today and worse yet are often used with an imposed threat: “If we don’t get the justice we
demand, there will be no peace.” Peace will never come if that is what the phrase means. Expressed by a prophet
who doesn’t care about a person or oppressed group, the words are no different from any attempt to claim power.
Expressed as God’s accusation, it is another.

“Peace”…

But as for me, I am filled with power,
with the spirit of the Lord,
and with justice and might,
to declare to Jacob his transgression
and to Israel his sin.
Micah 3:8

…only for
those who
feed them.

Micah has no quarrel with the need for justice or peace, but it matters what the person calling for these things
means. The words of God, calling his people to account for their failure to be just and therefore being unable to
be at peace will not lead to power, but usually to rejection. The power with which Micah speaks is that of the
“spirit of the Lord.” But quite often the world is selective about its faith in the Word of God. If we don’t like
what we hear, we go searching for another who will speak a word that suits our ears. It is the modern way: I only
want to hear what makes me happy. But God’s word doesn’t always make me happy, it often makes me recoil,
both at God’s demand and how it reveals my own failing.

It’s
the modern
way…

Its rulers give judgment for a bribe,
its priests teach for a price,
its prophets give oracles for money;
yet they lean upon the Lord and say,
“Surely the Lord is with us!
No harm shall come upon us.”
Therefore because of you
Zion shall be plowed as a field;
Jerusalem shall become a heap of ruins,
and the mountain of the house a wooded height.
Micah 3:11-12

I only want to
hear what
makes me

happy.

As I have watched the recent election, it seems quite obvious that we are much like the people of Israel in the
time of Micah and the prophets. We are a people who search for a word that justifies us as we are, not for what
we will be or were intended to be. We divide up even the people of God on the basis of their politics or position
on the issues. What we don’t like, we seek to change by not feeding it or them. This has happened in the ELCA

over the last few months as once again, but from another fringe of the church, the cry goes up to defund the ELCA
because it is not radical enough.
Once that was the cry of those who left on the right, it has recently become the cry from those on the left wing of
the church. We want a church and word that does our bidding, creates justice on our terms and all we get is a
“heap of ruins.” When God’s Word doesn’t make me happy, what should I do? Listen, pray, repent, and turn to
the Lord. After this election is over, there will be more turmoil than before, since neither side is interested in
accepting the loss of power. This is what makes both parties morally equivalent. Neither can stand to lose,
because it is neither about justice or peace, but power. We need from the church more Micah and less partisanship
in its politics. That doesn’t mean the church has nothing to say, but it requires more humility than we are likely
capable of mustering.
We work for the limited justice that can be found in the world, because when we seek for more, we often are no
different from those who only speak when they get paid. If anyone should know this it is the person in the church
who has to stand up in front of everyone else who pays his or her salary. It is no easy thing to speak of justice or
peace when you risk your pay, which is why you get this warning from me in these crazy political times. We are
first members of the Kingdom of God, we live in this country as foreigners in a strange land.

NOVEMBER

Worship Notes

November 1 -- All Saints Sunday
Readings: Revelation 7:9-17; 1 John 3:1-3; Matthew 5:1-12
Theme: All Saints celebrates the baptized people of God, living and dead, who are the
body of Christ. We will hear the words of Jesus Beatitudes, pronounced on those who are
poor in spirit, mourning, hungering for righteousness, merciful, seeking peace and pure in
heart. These are the words that describe what the king seeks and the riches that he brings
to rescue his people.
November 8 – 23rd Sunday after Pentecost
Readings: Amos 5:18-24; 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18; Matthew 25:1-13
Theme: Today the prophet Amos calls for justice to roll down like waters. Paul urges
us to encourage one another with the promised coming of the Lord. Jesus tells the
parable of the wise and foolish bridesmaids. Surrounded by the faithful of every time
and place, we celebrate Christ’s coming in our midst in the word of life and the feast of
victory—the marriage feast of the lamb.
November 15 -- 24th Sunday after Pentecost
Readings: Zephaniah 1:7, 12-18; 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11; Matthew 25:14-30
Theme: Zephaniah proclaims that the coming day of the LORD will be filled with wrath
and distress. Paul says it will come like a thief in the night and urges us to be awake and
sober. Jesus tells the parable of the talents, calling us to use our gifts, while we still have time,
for the greater and common good. In a world filled with violence and despair, we gather
around signs of hope—word, water, bread, and wine—eager to welcome the good news of
Christ’s coming among us.
November 22 -- Christ the King Sunday
Readings: Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24; Ephesians 1:15-23; Matthew 25:31-46
Theme: In the end, the faithful are those who served Christ by ministering to those
who are poor, hungry, naked, sick, or estranged. In the first reading God is the
shepherd who seeks the lost, weak, and injured and feeds them with justice. We gather
this day to celebrate the reign of Christ and his victory over death, yet we await the
consummation of all things yet to come. Acknowledging Christ as our merciful ruler,
we go forth that his reign may be known in our loving words and deeds.

November 29 -- 1st Sunday of Advent
Readings: Isaiah 64:1-9; 1 Corinthians 1:3-9; Mark 13:24-37
Theme: Stir up your power, and come! The psalmist’s plea in Psalm 80:2 has become familiar to us in the
Advent prayers. Isaiah wants God to rip the heavens open. Both cry out for an apparently distant God to show
up, to save, to restore. When we hear Jesus describing the coming of the Son of Man with stars falling from
heaven, it can sound dire and horrible, not like anything we would ever hope for. But when we really look at the
suffering of people God loves, we can share the hope that God would tear open the heavens and come.

No Thanksgiving Worship
Adult Education
Sunday School for Adults
Pastor Tim is still holding off on a
study for adults until we find out how
space is needed for our regular
Sunday School and for more people
who will be at worship. That is the
sign that people are more
comfortable.
Men’s Study Meets on
Saturdays at 8 a.m.
The men’s study for this fall will
spend time in the psalms. We begin
with the psalms of wisdom and this
month move on to the psalms of
praise, then the psalms lament and
finally the psalms of the Messiah.
Come join us, it gets you up early on
a Saturday morning and feeds you
well with God’s word.
Women’s Study on
Mondays at 6:30 p.m.
Women of the Bible will be the
theme for our Women’s Study this
fall. We will begin on Mondays at
6:30 p.m. on October 12th. We will
be able to socially distance and study,
but if you would like to participate
and remain at home, Pastor Tim can
provide you with material as an email attachment (pdf) or you can pick
up a paper copy at work.

There will be no Thanksgiving Eve service with
Our Savior’s and since Pastor Tim will be gone
that week, there will not be a service at Christ
the King either on that day.

Tentative
Christmas Planning
It isn’t odd that we are looking ahead to
Christmas, but it is a bit strange to let you know
what is happening in November. We are looking
ahead in this very odd year to celebrating
Christmas at Christ the King without an off-site
worship service. At the present time we are
looking at four services at the church. We will
need to make sure we keep our numbers under
some control, but it would seem we can do this.
The present schedule (which is not set yet, but
which you might want to comment on) is 1:00
p.m. 2:30 p.m. 4:00 p.m. and 8:00 p.m. on
Christmas Eve. We will be limiting the time of
services so that there won’t be much overlap and
will try to make music in a way that limits
singing (which is hard to do at Christmas). We
are hoping that we can find a way to do candles
and maybe more singing outside with some fire
pits and the like, but are not sure that the interest
would be there for such a service. We will check
on the needed tech to do a service in the parking
lot and the logistics of such a service.

Council Corner
Christ the King
Lutheran Church
September 15, 2020
6:15 p.m.

Highlights from past month – Preschool Sunday
School event, all tables are now here and we are
ready to sell old ones; trees are gone, we can think
about how to replace and with what.
Pastor’s Report –


Worship with people has gone fine, mainly
because there hasn’t been a great number of people
and we can social distance fairly easily. Streaming
continues and we are still working out kinks in the new
recording set up. Everything works, but not as well yet
as it should. We will recruit someone with more
expertise.

Looking at fall and confirmation to see what
may need to be planned differently. I start confirmation
on the 16th of September. Have all youth together for
40 minute large group sessions, but no small groups. I
will also meet with a group that has some trouble
staying in large group prior to the 6:30 p.m. starting
time.

Men’s Bible Study: Due to request of a
member of the group, I will start the study on Saturday,
September 19 at 8 a.m. instead of waiting until October.

Women’s Bible Study: We will try a study
beginning in October.

Vacation Plan: I am planning to take off two
Sundays in November the week of Thanksgiving. I do
not think we will be doing our combined service with
Our Savior’s at that time, but it is possible. I will have to
check this out, but still think that I will be gone at that
time.

Youth Ministry Report: Difficult to get kids
together because they can’t be close together for
activities
Youth Education Report: Sunday School begins
on September 27th
Membership Update: Have had a lot of visitors
in the last 6 months, 3 or 4 people are interested in
joining
Property Committee: Waiting on steeple project
for supplies to arrive - for siding to go around
steeple when it’s repaired; replaced a tree in the
south end of the parking lot.

Old Business All tables are here, so we can begin
to sell off the old ones to raise money for chairs.
The rectangular tables fit perfectly in the closet for
storage and we will have to figure out the best
storage place for round tables if there is need. Chair
storage will need to be looked at, though they do fit
in our storage racks. The property committee went
through the chairs and many are in poor condition,
but possibly good enough to still sell for a small
donation as well.
Hope this can be a focus in the next few months
when we try to increase activity in small ways.
Next Council Meeting October 20, 2020 at 6:15
p.m.

Financial Report
Given in September
Budget for September
YTD Given
YTD Budget

-

$ 34,795
- $ 26,479
- $270,068
- $251,309
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OPEN HOUSE

NOV.
1st

COME & GO
BRIDAL SHOWER
for

HALEY LUTTEKE

FALL BACK

2 a.m.

Daughter of Gene & Gail Lutteke

Nov. 7, 10am-Noon
@ Christ the King

Feel free to stop in and
wish Haley best wishes!

TILL
NOVEMBER
8th
Do you have a
gently
used
winter
coat
you would like to donate?
Are you in need of a gently used winter
coat?
Donations and the opportunity to
choose a coat will be available until
November 8th. Whatever is left will
then be given where needed.
Hats, scarves, and mittens are also
welcome.

toto
EVERYONE
everyone for
for being
being
so nice
to me!
so nice
to me!
I Iappreciate
appreciateyou
youall!
all!
-Lucas
-LucasKjelshus
Kjelshus
ANYTHING FOR THE NEWSLETTER?

Items are due
the 20th of each month.
Call 354-4672
or email
office@christtheking-nu.org

BLOOM will be meeting at CtK. What is BLOOM?

BLOOM

stands for:

Brave, Loving, Outstanding, Optimistic Moms!
It is a support group for single mothers
who are recovering from addiction.
“Pastor Tim, Thanks again to you and your congregation for sharing your space with us!
I am grateful and I'm sure the moms and their children will be also.” -Missy Fluegge

It
has
been fun
to see the
kids that
are coming
to Sunday School. We will continue
to offer Sunday School in person as
well as putting the large group on
Facebook Live. Activities that are
done in the classrooms will be sent
home via email. If you would like to
pick up the activities to do at home,
please contact Geri Groebner (2173610) and we will arrange it. In the
event that schools move to a
distance learning model, Sunday
School will move to being virtually
done.

Jr. HIGH YOUTH GATHERING
NOVEMBER 20TH

We will be sending out care packages
to first- year college students! (If
there is a college freshman in your
family, please let the church office
know, if you haven’t already.)
Donations are needed by Nov. 8th.
There will be a crate in the narthex
where you can put donations or you
can bring them by the office.

Examples of items to donate:
cookies
cereal bars
ramen noodles
microwave popcorn,
hot chocolate
cappuccino mix
instant coffee
Crystal Light to Go
candy/gum
gel pens
Post-It notes
Kleenex packet
small hand sanitizer
*We can only use packaged items, so no
home-made cookies, for example.
*No soda pop, as there’s a chance of a
can “exploding” upon opening.
*Monetary donations for the shipping of
the packages are also welcome.

Thank You!

fold here Prayer

Jr. High Youth Gathering is going
to happen on November 20th, but
it will be done virtually. You can
either participate individually or we
can work to meet together at
church to participate as a group.
This event is open for 6th-9th grade
students. If you are interested in
participating, please contact Geri
Groebner. 217-3610.

CARE
PACKAGES
FOR
COLLEGE
FRESHMEN:

Please Pray for

Please keep
all who suffer
from dementia
and
their caregivers

Dennis Harder
Geri Johnson
(Beth Zambino’s
mother)

They are on
hospice care.

Steve & Rita Beltz
and Family

as they grieve the loss of

Steve’s mother Dorothy

in your prayers.
for Peace, Comfort & Healing

Please Pray For
Ella Boyum
Anne-Lise Johnson
Vicky Hazelton
Hazley Hoffmann
Brian Kloos
Noreen Nelson
James Lenning
(Kathy Wegner’s brother)

Carla Roberts
Aydon Schroeder
Bob Wise

for Peace, Comfort & Heali

